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Position Paper on Public Procurement (Art. 
25 NZIA Implementing Act)
Key messages:
• SolarPower Europe suggests criteria in public procurement that 

are clear, transparent, technology-specific and harmonised
to set EU-wide rules for more sustainable and resilient public 
procurement.

• Such non-price criteria should be aligned with EU legislation, 
such as PV Ecodesign and the CSDDD, to further ensure 
harmonisation and operationality.

• SolarPower Europe suggests taking a ‘quality over quantity’ 
approach: employ as few, but as effective, criteria as possible.

• SolarPower Europe suggests a carbon footprint criterion as 
the dominant factor under the sustainability criterion.

• Much of the EU Rooftop Solar Standard expansion will be 
driven by public procurements conducted under Art. 25 of the 
Net-Zero Industry Act.

• The Implementing Act has to provide clear guidelines for 
public authorities on how to implement these principles and 
make them operational.



Area Compliance with 
legislation

Minimum mandatory requirements for 
public procurement

Comment

Environmental 
Sustainability

Carbon footprint threshold 
under upcoming PV 
Ecodesign

Carbon footprint performance criteria that are 
stricter than general market access standards 
under the upcoming PV Ecodesign carbon footprint 
measures.  

Specified in 
Implementing Act

Resilience [Lacking of reference 
standard or methodology for 
defining origin of 
components]

At least 50% of the value of the main specific 
components of the specific net-zero technology 
have to be manufactured outside the dominant 
source of supply, in e.g. EU countries or other 
signatory countries of the GPA or similar 
international trade agreements.

Already applied 
since publication 
in 06/2024

Social or employment-
related considerations

Corporate Sustainability 
Reporting Directive
Corporate Sustainability 
Due Diligence Directive 
Forced Labour Ban
OECD Due Diligence 
UN Due Diligence

Forced labour-free product should be set as 
minimum requirement for public procurement. 

A choice for 
authorities 
amongst three 
options.

Data Security NIS2, CRA, RED, NCCS, 
GDPR

Relevant operational data of EU PV power plants 
and should remain in the EU or jurisdictions.

A choice for 
authorities 
amongst three 
options.

Cybersecurity –
product and corporate 
security

Certification under a standard for Internet of Things 
(IoT) applications, or Industrial Automation and 
Control Systems (IACS) and ISO 27001.

A choice for 
authorities 
amongst three 
options.
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Sustainable, Circular and Fair Solar 
in Amsterdam

◼ “Sustainable, unless…” procurement policy
◼ Carbon pricing for projects above € 1 million
◼ CircuLaw – Law analysis 
◼ 100% locally owned renewable energy 
◼ Sustainable Solar Subsidy

– Support in surcharge expenses
– Awareness and information campaign

◼ Established reuse chain 
– with local partners
– with European partners

◼ Apply sustainable and circular solar template in procurement
– Requirements
– Award criteria
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Increased carbon payback time
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Sustainable solar list Amsterdam 2024

◼ A

◼ B

◼ C

◼ D
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Procurement Template – Requirements and 
Award Criteria for Sustainable Solar

12/12/2024 | 12



Template –Award Criteria for Sustainable Solar
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City of Amsterdam –Award Criteria for Circular Solar

The tenderer has to submit a plan of action, describing the contribution to making the service as circular as possible. 
Elements to be highlighted in the plan are (where applicable):
◼ What is the current level of circularity of the solar installation to be delivered? 
◼ To what extent is the solar installation to be supplied modularly designed?
◼ How does Tenderer ensure maximum life extension of the solar installations through repair, maintenance and damage work? 
◼ What concrete improvements and/or achievements on circularity are there going to be over the term of the contract? This could

include: production phase, usage phase and the reuse/end-of-life phase. 
◼ What cooperation with chain partners does the tenderer have for achieving the circular performance?
◼ What considerations tenderer makes to achieve sustainability optimization (e.g. choice of sustainable materials vs. weight, 

impact production phase vs. impact use phase).’
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Questions?
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Relevant links
◼ openresearch.amsterdam - openresearch.amsterdam
◼ Regulations for a circular economy
◼ Community of Public Buyers for Sustainable Solar PV | Public Buyers Community

– Sustainable procurement template 24 European languages: How to prepare and start a PV project: 
A sustainable solar guide and templates available in 24 languages | Public Buyers Community

Thank you!

◼ Lukas Sloet – Policy Officer Solar Energy 
e: l.sloet@amsterdam.nl
t: +31648515513

https://openresearch.amsterdam/en/
https://www.circulaw.nl/
https://public-buyers-community.ec.europa.eu/communities/community-public-buyers-sustainable-solar-pv
https://public-buyers-community.ec.europa.eu/communities/community-public-buyers-sustainable-solar-pv/resources/how-prepare-and-start-pv-project
https://public-buyers-community.ec.europa.eu/communities/community-public-buyers-sustainable-solar-pv/resources/how-prepare-and-start-pv-project
mailto:l.sloet@amsterdam.nl
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SolarPower EuropeSolar Promotion GmbH

Rond-Point Robert Schuman 3

Brussels 1040, Belgium

info@solarpowereurope.org

www.solarpowereurope.org

Kiehnlestraße 16

75172 Pforzheim, Germany

Phone: + 49 7231 58598-0

info@TheSmarterE.de

www.TheSmarterE.de
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